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• Over 36,000 observations from across state per 
transect survey with 91 counties providing data
• Data entries needs to be standardized so all 

counties enter data in the same way this 
accomplishes:
• Allows easier processing of data
• Allows data to be used better in other areal units 

than counties (watershed, whole state, ect.)
• Does not interfere with assumption of multinomial 

populations





2021 CHANGES:
• CROP TYPE:

• "Z" (CRP and other perennial cover) no longer used = "H"

• RESIDUE:
• Residue estimates no longer tracked

• COVER CROPS:
• Only YES/NO
• Cover Crop Species and Quality no longer tracked

• TILLAGE:
• “N” (Not-Tilled) = No full width tillage has occurred

Incl. Strip Till
• “R” (Reduced-Tilled) = Full width tillage has occurred

Leaving at least 30% residue, incl. VT
• “C” (Conventional-Tilled = Full width tillage has occurred

Leaving less than 30% residue
• "S" and "M" no longer used separately



*From Tillage Transect Methodology  





Living Cover Results
• State Total: 1,587,472 acres of living cover
• Corn Total: 615,439 acres of living cover
• Soybeans: 915,907 acres of living cover


