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Thank You for Seed Funding!

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

Corteva/Granular
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CVN: Project Status Outline
Background – How did we get here?
Current Indiana Pilot: Deliverables
Opportunities for expansion to other states
Long-term goal is a self-sustaining network
Q & A
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CVN: What is it?
A network of farmers providing anonymized 
ground-truthing data, meant to validate 
remote sensing methods now being 
developed to track the adoption of:
1. Conservation Tillage
2. Cover Crops
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How did we get here?
Initial conversations between CTIC, TNC 
(Indiana chapter), and other CTIC members
Exploratory Zoom call with other interested 
parties in Summer 2020 (JHU, ISDA, etc.)
Submitted a Pilot Proposal to IN NRCS

After the decision on that pilot was deferred, 
TNC/Corteva stepped forward with seed funding
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Proposal to IN NRCS
Submitted January 2021
Decision deferred
Proposed as a random 
sub-sample (1%) of all 
CRM transect points 
within each CRD
Leverages existing data

7



www.ctic.org

Indiana Pilot: Deliverables
Host Kickoff Workshop (today)
Design CVN Database (by Dec-2021)
Launch CVN Database/Website (by Feb-2022)

System will then be ready to accept ground-
truthing data from CVN network participants
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Indiana Pilot Project Team
CTIC
◦Project leadership

Corteva/Granular
◦ Input on system design

Arva Intelligence
◦Technology provider
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Opportunities for Expansion
Both Illinois & Iowa would be ideal near-term 
targets to add the Indiana Pilot
Additional Corn Belt states would be the next 
logical step
Given that Corteva has provided seed 
funding for Indiana, perhaps other sponsors 
could fund additional states
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Long-Term Goal: A
Self-Sustaining Network 
Strawman funding approach:
ØGrowers receive annual compensation
ØUsers of the network data pay an annual fee, 
possibly a different rate for academia vs. private 
sector
ØPublic-sector contribution? For reference, 
USDA/NRCS funded CRM nationally through 
2004
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Agenda
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Thank You!
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Dave Gustafson
Project Director, CTIC

(314) 409-7123
dgustafson@ctic.org
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